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LDCs
Any country designated by the United Nations as an LDC is entitled to the 
services of the ACWL, provided that it is a Member of the WTO or in the proc-
ess of acceding to the WTO.  Unlike developing countries, LDCs need not join 
the ACWL and contribute to the ACWL's Endowment Fund to acquire the right 
to use the ACWL’s services.  There are 44 LDCs currently entitled to the serv-
ices of the ACWL.  These are listed in Appendix 4.

the acwl’s geographical reach
As explained above, the ACWL’s services are currently available to a total of  
74 countries: 30 developing countries, 32 LDCs that are Members of the WTO 
and 12 LDCs that are currently in the process of acceding to the WTO.  The map 
below indicates the countries currently entitled to the services of the ACWL.  
The Members of the ACWL are indicated in dark blue and the LDCs in light 
blue. This map shows that almost half of the countries (35) are in Africa.  The 
other main geographical areas represented are Central and South America and 
South East Asia.

Seventy four countries 
are entitled to the 
services of the ACWL.

Map: United Nations, September 2008.
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The chart below lists the 30 developing countries and LDCs that have been 
either a complainant or respondent in WTO dispute settlement proceedings 
since the ACWL was established and the total number of WTO disputes in 
which each of the countries has participated since the WTO was 
 established.  While 22 of these 30 WTO Members have become Members of 
the ACWL, six of the most experienced countries (Brazil, Mexico, 
Argentina, Korea, Chile and China) have not considered it necessary to join 
the ACWL.  Thus, the ACWL has attracted the very countries it was intended 
to benefit, namely, countries that are actively involved in WTO legal matters 
but lack experience in these matters.

Note: The columns and numbers in parentheses indicate the frequency with which the country has 
participated as a complainant or respondent in WTO dispute settlement proceedings. Three other 
developing countries – Malaysia, Singapore, and Trinidad & Tobago – participated in dispute settle-
ment proceedings before the ACWL was established, but have not done so since.

The ACWL has 
attracted countries that 
are actively involved 
in WTO legal matters 
but lack experience in 
these matters.
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THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY

The General Assembly is the ACWL’s highest decision-making body, consist-
ing of the representatives of the Members of the ACWL and of the LDCs enti-
tled to the services of the ACWL. At its meeting in June 2009, the General 
Assembly re-elected Mr. Declan Morrin of Ireland as its Chairperson and 
Dr. Mohammed Saeed of Pakistan as its Vice-Chairperson.  

THE MANAGEMENT 
BOARD

The ACWL’s Management Board takes the decisions necessary to ensure the 
efficient and effective operation of the ACWL and reports to the General 
Assembly.  The Management Board consists of six persons serving in their 
personal capacity who have been selected on the basis of their professional 
qualifications in the field of WTO law or international trade relations and 
development.  Three Board members are nominated by the developing 
country Members, two by the developed country Members and one by the 
LDCs.  In addition, the Executive Director serves ex officio on the Board.  

In 2009, the Management Board consisted of  H.E. Mr. Bozkurt Aran of  
Turkey, Mr. Martin Glass of Hong Kong, China, H.E. Mr. Darlington Mwape 
of Zambia, H.E. Mr. Eduardo Ernesto Sperisen-Yurt of Guatemala, 
Dr. Stuart Robinson of Switzerland and Mr. John M. Weekes of Canada. 
Dr. Robinson served as Chairperson of the Management Board and 
Mr. Sperisen-Yurt as Vice-Chairperson.  
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THE STAFF

As of 31 December 2009, the ACWL’s staff consisted of seven lawyers (includ-
ing the Executive Director), one junior lawyer participating in the Secondment 
Programme for Trade Lawyers and two office administrators.

The operations of the ACWL are managed by the Executive Director,  
Mr. Frieder Roessler, and the Deputy Director, Mr. Leo Palma.  The lawyers are:  
Mr. Niall Meagher and Ms Cherise Valles (Senior Counsel); 
Ms Petina Gappah, Mr. Fernando Piérola and Mr. Hunter Nottage (Counsel).  

Biographies of the lawyers are available on the ACWL website.  The ACWL has 
initiated a process to recruit another lawyer to replace Mr. Thomas Sebastian, 
who took a leave of absence from the ACWL at the end of 2009.  

The ACWL’s office administrators are Ms Pascale Colombo and Ms Carol Lau.
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APPENDIX 1
WTO DISPUTES IN  
WHICH THE ACWL HAS 
PROVIDED SUPPORT

SUPPORT PROVIDED BY  
THE ACWL's STAFF
For Guatemala, as a complainant in China - Grants, 
Loans and Other Incentives (DS 390).

For Costa Rica, as a third party in European Communi-
ties - Tariff Treatment of Certain Information Technology 
Products (DS 375, DS 376, DS 377).

For Thailand, as respondent in Thailand - Customs and 
Fiscal Measures on Cigarettes from the Philippines  
(DS 371).

For Thailand, as a complainant in United States - Anti-
Dumping Measures on Polyethylene Retail Carrier Bags 
from Thailand (DS 383).

For Indonesia, as a complainant in South Africa - Anti-
Dumping Measures on Uncoated Woodfree Paper 
(DS 374).

For Colombia, as a complainant in European Communi-
ties - Regime for the Importation of Bananas (DS 361).

For Colombia, as a third participant in the Appellate 
Body proceedings in European Communities - Regime for 
the Importation, Sale and Distribution of Bananas 
(Second Recourse to Article 21.5 of the DSU by Ecuador) 
(DS 27).

For Panama, as a complainant in Colombia - Indicative 
Prices and Restrictions on Ports of Entry (DS 366).

For Thailand, as a third party in United States - Contin-
ued Existence and Application of  Zeroing Methodology  
(DS 350).

For Panama, as a complainant in Colombia - Customs 
Measures on Importation of Certain Goods from Panama 
(DS 348).

For Chad, as a third party in United States - Subsidies on 
Upland Cotton: Recourse to Article 21.5 of the DSU by 
Brazil (DS 267).

For Thailand, as a complainant in United States - Meas-
ures Relating to Shrimp from Thailand (DS 343).

For Thailand, as a third party in United States - Final 
Dumping Determination on Softwood Lumber from 
Canada (DS 264).

For Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador and Guatemala,  
as interested parties in European Communities - The ACP 
- EC Partnership Agreement (First and Second Recourse 
to Arbitration pursuant to the Decision of 14 November 
2001) (WT/L/616, WT/L/625).

For Guatemala, as a complainant in Mexico - Anti-dump-
ing Duties on Steel Pipes and Tubes from Guatemala 
(DS 331). 

For Pakistan, as a complainant in Egypt - Anti-dumping 
Duties on Matches from Pakistan (DS 327). 

For Thailand, as a complainant in United States - Provi-
sional Anti-dumping Measures on Shrimp from Thailand 
(DS 324). 

For Thailand, as a third party in United States - Meas-
ures relating to Zeroing and Sunset Reviews (DS 322). 

For Indonesia, as a complainant in Korea - Anti-dumping 
Duties on Imports of Certain Paper from Indonesia 
(DS 312). 

For Bangladesh, as a complainant in India - Anti-dump-
ing Measure on Batteries from Bangladesh (DS 306).

For Honduras, as a complainant in Dominican Republic 
- Measures Affecting the Importation and Internal Sale of 
Cigarettes (DS 302). 
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For Guatemala, as a complainant in Mexico - Certain 
Pricing Measures for Customs Valuation and Other 
Purposes (DS 298). 

For Thailand, as a complainant in European Communi-
ties - Customs Classification of Frozen Boneless Chicken 
Cuts (DS 286).

For Nicaragua, as a complainant in Mexico - Certain 
Measures Preventing the Importation of Black Beans 
from Nicaragua (DS 284). 

For Thailand, as a complainant in European Communi-
ties - Export Subsidies on Sugar (DS 283). 

For the Philippines, as a complainant in Australia - Cer-
tain Measures Affecting the Importation of Fresh 
Pineapple (DS 271). 

For the Philippines, as a complainant in Australia - Cer-
tain Measures Affecting the Importation of Fresh Fruit 
and Vegetables (DS 270). 

For Paraguay, as a third party in European Communities 
- Conditions for the Granting of Tariff Preferences to 
Developing Countries (DS 246). 

For India, as a complainant in European Communities -  
Conditions for the Granting of Tariff Preferences to 
Developing Countries (DS 246). 

For India, as a complainant in United States - Rules of 
Origin for Textiles and Apparel Products (DS 243). 

For Ecuador, as a complainant in Turkey - Certain 
Procedures for the Import of Fresh Fruit (DS 237). 

For Peru, as a complainant in European Communities -  
Trade Description of Sardines (DS 231). 

For Pakistan, as a complainant in United States -Transi-
tional Safeguard Measures on Combed Cotton Yarn from 
Pakistan (DS 192). 

For India, as respondent in India - Measures Affecting the 
Automobile Industry (DS 146; DS 175).

SUPPORT PROVIDED  
THROUGH EXTERNAL LEGAL 
COUNSEL
For Colombia, as respondent in Colombia - Indicative 
Prices and Restrictions on Ports of Entry (DS 366).

For Turkey, as respondent in Turkey - Measures Affecting 
the Importation of Rice (DS 334).

For the Dominican Republic, as respondent in the 
arbitration proceedings pursuant to Article 21.3(c) of 
the DSU in Dominican Republic - Measures Affecting the 
Importation and Internal Sale of Cigarettes (DS 302).

For Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela, as third 
parties in EC - Conditions for the granting of Tariff 
Preferences to Developing Countries (DS 246).
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APPENDIX 2
ROSTER OF EXTERNAL  
COUNSEL

Signatories 
to the Agreement
Establishing 
the ACWL

Members Entitled to 
the Services of the ACWL (30)

Developed Country 
Members (10)

Bolivia
Colombia
Dominican Republic
Ecuador 
Egypt 
Guatemala 
Honduras 
Hong Kong, China
India 
Kenya 
Nicaragua
Pakistan 
Panama
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Thailand
Tunisia
Uruguay
Venezuela

Canada
Denmark
Finland
Ireland
Italy
Netherlands
Norway
Sweden
United Kingdom

ACWL Members 
by Accession

Jordan (20 january 2002)
Oman (26 March 2003)
Mauritius (11 June 2003)
Turkey (17 August 2003)
El Salvador (4 March 2004)
Indonesia (28 April 2004)
Chinese Taipei (13 May 2004)
Sri Lanka (21 November 2008)
Costa Rica (30 April 2009)
viet nam (29 September 2009)

Switzerland (5 December 2004)

In the Process 
of Accession

Georgia

LAW FIRMS individuals

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
Borden Ladner Gervais LLP
Economic laws practice (ELP)
FratiniVergano
Gide Loyrette Nouel
King & Spalding  llp
Minter Ellison
O’Connor & Company
Sidley Austin LLP
Van Bael & Bellis
Vermulst, Verhaeghe Graafsma & BRONCKERS
White & Case LLP
winston & strawn LLP

Mr. Edmond McGovern
Mr. Donald McRae
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APPENDIX 3
MEMBERS OF THE ACWL

Signatories 
to the Agreement
Establishing 
the ACWL

Members Entitled to 
the Services of the ACWL (30)

Developed Country 
Members (10)

Bolivia
Colombia
Dominican Republic
Ecuador 
Egypt 
Guatemala 
Honduras 
Hong Kong, China
India 
Kenya 
Nicaragua
Pakistan 
Panama
Paraguay
Peru
Philippines
Thailand
Tunisia
Uruguay
Venezuela

Canada
Denmark
Finland
Ireland
Italy
Netherlands
Norway
Sweden
United Kingdom

ACWL Members 
by Accession

Jordan (20 january 2002)
Oman (26 March 2003)
Mauritius (11 June 2003)
Turkey (17 August 2003)
El Salvador (4 March 2004)
Indonesia (28 April 2004)
Chinese Taipei (13 May 2004)
Sri Lanka (21 November 2008)
Costa Rica (30 April 2009)
viet nam (29 September 2009)

Switzerland (5 December 2004)

In the Process 
of Accession

Georgia
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APPENDIX 4
LDCs ENTITLED  
TO THE SERVICES OF  
THE ACWL

MEMBERS OF THE WTO (32) IN THE PROCESS OF 
ACCEDING TO THE WTO (12)

Angola
Bangladesh
Benin
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cambodia
Central African Republic
Chad
democratic republic 
    of congo
 Djibouti
Gambia
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau 
Haiti
Lesotho 
Madagascar
Malawi
Maldives 
Mali 
Mauritania 
Mozambique 
Myanmar 
Nepal 
Niger 
Rwanda
Senegal 
Sierra Leone
solomon islands
Tanzania
Togo 
Uganda 
Zambia

Afghanistan
Bhutan
Comoros
Equatorial Guinea
Ethiopia
Lao People’s Democratic   
    Republic 
Liberia
samoa
Sao Tome and Principe
sudan
Vanuatu
Yemen




